
 

Anyone wishing to provide material for next monthôs issue should have it to the editor no 

later than the 4
th

 Tuesday of the month prior to the month of publication. If sent via email, 

please note that it is a Newsletter submission in the subject. 

Next Meeting 17 August 2010 @ 1930

 

PVT. GEORGE PHILLIPS DETACHMENT  

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE  

P.O. BOX 1 

BALLWIN, MO 63022  

 

FORWARDING AND ADDRESS CORRECTION 

REQUESTED 

 

  FIRST CLASS 

MAIL  

   

 TO:    

  

  

  
 

 

ONCE A MARINE ALWAYS A MARINE  

 

 

 
 

Please send your dues in when you receive the notice from 

National. Our dues are $36.00/ year. Send this amount with 

your renewal form to:  
 

Detachment Paymaster 

P.O. Box One 

Ballwin, MO 63022 
 

This newsletter and previous issues can be obtained from the Detachment Website. 

www.pvt-george-phillips-mcl.org 

Please contact the Editor to receive future issues electronically. 



Commandant:  

Jack Bickerton 

636-256-6754 
 

August 2010 
Volume V ï Issue 8

 

 

 

Email 
news@pvt-george-phillips-mcl.org 

Detachment Webpage 
http://pvt -george-phillips -mcl.org 

 

Mail  
Pvt. George Phillips Detachment 

Marine Corps League 

P.O. Box #1 

Ballwin, MO 63022 
 

Chaplain: 

Bill Bragg 

636-227-5691 

Sr. Vice-Commandant: 

 Carl Brown  

636-346-9424 

Trustee 1Yr:  

George Casey 

314-336-3123 

Jr. Vice-Commandant: 

 Mike Erxleben 

636-274-9991 

Trustee 2Yr:  

Mike Gollon 

636-394-3222 

 

Paymaster: 

Larry Schwartz  

636-465-3400 

Trustee 3Yr:  

James Grgurich 

636-441-7208 

 

 Adjutant : 

Mike Cicchese 

636-458-8899 
 

Jr. Past Commandant: 

Jim Brooks 

636-288-1289 
 

Judge Advocate: 

John Grgurich 

636-239-4779 
 

 Quartermaster: 

Bernie Widdis Sr. 

636-527-9684 
 

Sgt At Arms: 

Andrew Hendrix  

314-604-1079 

Editor:  

Don Aird  

636-529-1067 

 

 

Meetings 

3
rd

 Tuesday of Every 

Month 

1930 ï 7:30 PM 

Meetings 

3
rd

 Tuesday of Every 

Month 

1930 ï 7:30 PM 

 Detachment Membership 

As of 31 July 2010 

166 
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Commandantôs Message: 

  
First and foremost I wish to thank 

the membership for making the Pvt. 

George Phillips Birthday Ceremony such a success. 

The count was about 100 people and the thanks for 

this success goes to Marines Dave Anderson, Jim 

Brooks and Carl Brown. These Marines worked 

tirelessly to insure everything I asked for was done. 

We could not have done this without their hard 

work.  

We continue to have a good turnout at the 

meetings, which indicates we are doing something 

right. Are we doing everything right, probably not, 

can we do more, yes we can. It is because of this 

desire to do better, that we have attached a survey 

to the news letter. I would ask that each of you take 

a few minutes to review and complete the 

important questionnaire. Following receipt we will 

look closely at the results and notify you of what a 

majority of the members want and make the 

necessary changes. But you need to be involved. I 

know that some of you are members in name only, 

but your opinions are important.  

We are still looking for members to fill out our 

Color Guard. Currently we have five members who 

have stepped forward. The Detachment will assist 

in the purchase of uniform shirts for any member 

who is willing to make the commitment to the 

Color Guard.  

We are making plans for our annual fall picnic, to 

be held on October 2 at Valsis Park. Our plan is to 

make this family friendly. There will be more 

information coming in the near future at the 

meeting and in the news letter.  

Finally, our Sr. Vice Commandant has secured a 

guest speaker from ñThe Mission Continuesò for 

the August meeting. This veterans group is 

headquartered in St. Louis and is providing 

assistance to our newest veterans.  

I look forward to seeing you at the next meeting. 

Where else can you go to get informed, meet old 

friends and have something to eat? Only at a 

Detachment meeting.  

 

Semper Fi,  

Jack Bickerton 

 

Detachment Calendar 
 

 

August 2010 

 
10 ïStaff Meeting ï 1900 Post#208 

17-Membership Meeting w/guest speaker 

1930 Post #208 

17-Auxillary Meeting ï 1930 Post#208 

 

September 2010 
 

14 ï Staff Meeting ï 1900 Post #208 

21 ï Membership Meeting ï 1930 Post #208 

21 ï Auxiliary  Meeting ï 1930 Post #208 

 

October 2010 

 

 2 ï Detachment picnic 

11 ï Staff Meeting ï 1900 Post #208 

18 - Membership Meeting ï 1930 Post #208 

18 ï Auxiliary  Meeting ï 1930 Post #208 

 

November 2010 

 
6 ï Marine Corps Ball with 3/24 

9 ï Staff Meeting ï 1900 Post #208 

10 --Marine Corps Birthday  

13 ï Semper Fi Luncheon  

16 ï Membership Meeting ï 1900 Post #208 

16 ï Auxiliary  Meeting ï 1930 Post #208 

 
 

 

The Semper Fi Society has secured the 

Arch Hyatt downtown St Louis grand ballroom 

for FREE and will be having our first Semper Fi 

Luncheon on 13 November.  Bar will open at 

1100, lunch at 1200-1330, and then we will secure 

to every bar in the downtown area.  More details 

to follow.  We still believe tickets will be only 

$20.00 to ensure we are INCLUSIVE as possible.   
 

Semper Fi 

Lt/Col Tomko  

 

 



4 

Senior Vice-Commandant 
 

I want to thank all who attended 

the PVT. George Phillips 

gathering on July 17th, honoring 

him, and showing our respect to 

his family and friends.  All 

presentations went over very 

well with Col. Tomkoôs speech 

being very impressive and were 

presented without using the PA 

system. Reminded me of Boot Camp. I thought 

only Drill Instructors could speak that loud. The 

Col.ôs remarks about PVT. Phillips, and all 

Marines and service members, no matter what 

branch, were received with a responding applause 

by the guests. 

 

The turnout was over 100 the best ever I was told, 

since this was the first opportunity I have had to 

attend.  All board members agreed that the TV 

coverage given by John Pertzborne of FOX 2 News 

was a big contributing factor to this. More coverage 

will be given by John on some coming events. The 

luncheon following the event at the Hawthorne 

restaurant was great!! 

 

Our membership as of July 13 stands at 166 with a 

goal to increase this by year end. We need all of 

you to help us achieve this, and we need your input 

and suggestions on how to do this for our 

attachment. 

 

During the August General Membership meeting 

we will collect the membershipôs ideas and 

comments on how we can collectively make our 

detachment BIGGER and BETTER in the future.  

A survey will be distributed for you to complete 

and return at the August 17
th
 meeting. Your 

comments will be held in the strictest confidence, 

so please open up and participate.  We need your 

INPUT, as this is all of ours detachment not a 

detachment of a few. 

 

We will also have a guest speaker at the August 17 

General Membership meeting at 19:30 hours. It 

will be Tony Bryan of ñThe Mission Continuesò.  

This organization is involved in many support 

groups which help all of us.  Come and see why we 

choose them to speak. And take part in this active 

meeting. 

 

The presentation given by Eagle Scout Zach Myers 

in our July meeting was very impressive. This 

young Eagle Scout has taken on a Historic site in 

Pacific, to be restored. This battle site was a key 

site during the Civil War. 

 

A Silent Auction is being worked on for our 

September General Membership.  Any and all who 

want to donate and participate, please see me.  

Your support is greatly appreciated. 

 

Our detachment is getting more requests from other 

detachments to assist them with Color Guard 

activities. We have requests for 9/11 and 9/12 dates 

and we need help to assist our fellow detachments 

and Marines as they have helped us in the past. 

Please stand up with me and the other few Marines 

to continue this mission and commitments of our 

detachment. 

 

The Bar-B-Que picnic committee is active and 

plans are to have one big Blow-Out Picnic for all to 

enjoy. Iôm personally looking forward to all us 

getting together with our families on Oct. 2 at 

Vlasis Park. Mark your calendars now!!!!! 

 

I hope all had a great 4
th
 of July celebrating our 

nationôs birthday and the freedom we all have.  

Thanks to all of you that has provided this country 

with this freedom. Especially those who gave ALL. 

Looking forward to a productive August and seeing 

all of you at the august meeting. 

 

Semper Fi 

Carl Brown  
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Chaplainôs Corner: 
Iôm glad to report that Walter 

Heuer is doing better. John Wolf 

has begun radiation treatment on 

his throat.   

I havenôt tracked down Gill 

Peters lately but he looked fit as a 

fiddle in full uniform at the new Veterans 

Memorial dedication in Manchester.  He really had 

a close call with his accident. 

Elmer Dapron, an Iwo Jima survivor, and I 

sprinkled Iwo sand on George Phillipôs grave in 

remembrance on his birthday, July 17. 

 

I would like any of the membership to let me know 

as soon as possible of any Marine who has become 

sick, hospitalized or in distress of any kind. 

 

As of this printing the Detachment seems to be 

doing well.  May our Detachment, our Corps and 

our Nation continue on working to do better. 

 

Semper Fi 

Bill Bragg 

 

 

August Birthdays  

Willie David Stevens, Mark Troutt 

Leonard De Moor Jr., Thomas Walter, 

Frank Keikeisen, Dennis Simpson, 

Ken Bailey, Richard Wilks 

Steven Klenk, Kevin Johnson 

Cicardi Bruce, Jr., Mike Cicchese 

Richard Vincill, Eugene Richter 

Paul Spell, Michael Rhodus 

Andrew Hendrix, Randy Rayfield 

Kenneth Hale 

 

 

 

 

The attendance at the July meeting was 55 

members and 5 guests.  Outstanding! 

 

Recruiting Results  

2009-2010 
As of 1 August 2010  

Recruiter Dept National 

   Carl Gordon 1 1 

Gary Harris  1 1 

Gene Richter 1 0 

Gene Tichacek 1 1 

Jim Brooks 6 6 

Jim Jacobs 2 2 

Jim Naumann 1 1 

Mike Gollon 11 10 

Ron Sansone 3 3 

Ron Clarke 1 1 

GRANDTOTAL      26 24 

Dept from 1 June 2009 to 31 May 2010 

National from 1 July 2009 to 30 June 2010 

Jr. Vice-Commandant and Color 

Guard Captain 
We are still looking for a few good men for our 

Color Guard.  We would also like to start a funeral 

Honor Team, but need volunteers. 

 

The Detachment has recently voted to furnish the 

necessary shirt and badges for those who commit to 

being on the Color Guard and Honor Team.  

Should you be interested, please see either myself 

or one of the Detachment Officers. 

 

With regards to membership, we still have some 

members who havenôt paid their dues. We need 

your support and being delinquent is not supporting 

the Detachment, or the League. 

 

Semper Fi 

Mike Erxleben
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AUXILIARY NEWS  

The ladies of the Pvt. George Phillips 

Auxiliary have had a busy summer 

already. June was the Ballwin Days 

parade and we had some brave ladies come out to 

represent the Auxiliary in 90 degree weather. It was 

a great parade and was a nice kick-off to the 

ñparade season.ò We have some new ideas for the 

Washington Fair Parade and Greentree Festival 

later this summer. 

 

In July, we had a great turn-out for the Pvt. George 

Phillips Birthday Celebration. The ceremony was 

impressive and several of George Phillipsô family 

members were in attendance. Lunch was a great 

compliment to the afternoon. Nine of our members 

were there and we even recruited some new ones! 

 

Our July meeting was well attended and we had 4 

new members join our ranks! July was a busy 

month for planning our upcoming events. The 

Washington Fair Parade will kick off the month of 

August on the 1
st
. We will have plenty of Auxiliary 

members there to hand out candy and support our 

Detachment.  

 

The Auxiliary plans to hold an ice cream social at 

Jefferson Barracks VA Hospital on Wednesday 

August 4
th
. Members are welcome to come alongé 

contact Gail Bickerton for details and car-pool 

information. 

 

August 14
th
, we will be hosting a game for the 3/24 

Family Day at the Reserve Center. It will be a great 

day to show our support for those Marines and their 

families who are currently serving. Be sure to stop 

by our game booth to say hello. 

 

The Grand Opening of Fisher House at Jefferson 

Barracks is just around the corner. Our Auxiliary 

has decided to support Fisher House by preparing 

meals once a month, for the families who are 

staying there. We are very excited about this 

project, and I know some of the ladies are sorting 

through their recipes already. We will plan the 

meals, provide the food and do the cooking. For all 

you potato peelers out there, this could be your 

calling to support the Auxiliary! Join us in the 

kitchen if youôd like! 

 

Marissa Grgurich 

President 
 

THE GATEWAY CHAPTER,  

THE CHOSIN FEW  
  

"A very exclusive fraternity of honor" will 

officially dedicate their recently completed 

Memorial to all who served with the 10th Corps, 

November, December 1950.  "Let's all remember 

that not one regiment, nor one battalion, nor one 

company, nor one platoon, nor one squad nor one 

company commander, nor one doctor, nor one 

Royal Marine, nor one Soldier, Corpsman or 

Marine won the battle of Chosin.  We started the 

battle as a band of brothers, and with the 

organization's rejuvenation, we shall stay a band of 

brothers, until there is but one of us left standing". 
  

¶ Place: Forest Park, approximately 325' east 

of the Jewel Box, adjacent to the Korean 

War Memorial. 

¶ Date and time: Saturday, October 2nd @ 

1000 

¶ Colors will be posted by a combined 

military detail. 

¶ There will be a guest speaker 

¶ The Marine Corps League, Pvt. Geo 

Phillips Detachment and your families are 

cordially invited to join us for the service 

and guests of the Korean   House 

Restaurant. 

¶ Following the service, a buffet-type lunch 

will be served at the Korean House 

(Hangook Kwan Restaurant) 1261 

Castillons Arcade Plaza, located at the 

Northeast corner of Olive and Fee Fee. 

¶ * IMPORTANT  If you plan on joining us 

for lunch as a guest of the Korean House, 

please RSVP TO President Harry Hope @ 

(314) 878-6936 with the number attending 

by September 27th. 

  

  Semper Fi, 

  Don Gutman
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The Pvt. George Phillips Memorial Service  

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Color Guard by 3
rd

 Battallion 24
th
 Marines 

 

Larry Schwartz and Jim Brooks assist Ms. Knott 

in laying the wreath at the Pvt. Phillips Memorial. 

 

 

 
 

Lt/Col. Tomko, Commanding Officer of I&I 3/24 

was the keynote speaker. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  Firing Party and Bugler were provided by South St.   

Louis Detachment.  

 


