
      

 

PVT. GEORGE PHILLIPS DETACHMENT 
MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 

P.O. BOX 1 
BALLWIN, MO 63022 

 
FORWARDING AND ADDRESS CORRECTION 

REQUESTED 

 

  FIRST CLASS 
MAIL 

   
  
  
  
 

TO:  

 
ONCE A MARINE ALWAYS A MARINE 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Auxiliary 

 
 

A planning, meeting for the Pvt George Phillips Auxiliary, 
will be held at Post 208 on January 15, 2008 at 7:30 PM. All 
spouses, daughters and friends interested in being members 
of the Auxiliary, please plan on attending this meeting. 



      
 

 
Commandant:  
Gene Richter 
636-458-4168 
 

Sr. Vice-Commandant: 
Jack Heitzler 
636-458-3767 
 

Jr. Vice-Commandant: 
Gene Tichacek 
314-432-7758 
 

Adjutant/Paymaster: 
Larry Schwartz 
636-227-3995 
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Mike Gollon 
636-394-3222 
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news@pvt-george-phillips-mcl.org 
Detachment Webpage 

http://pvt-george-phillips-mcl.org 
Mail 

Pvt George Phillips Detachment 
Marine Corps League 
P.O. Box #1 
Ballwin, MO 63022 
 

 

Chaplain: 
Dave Anderson 
1-636-239-7013 
 

Sgt At Arms: 
Hugh McBain 
314-964-1024 

 

Past Commandant: 
Al Statler 
314-835-9277 
 

Quartermaster: 
Bernie Widdis Sr. 
636-527-9684 
 

Editor:  
Jim Brooks 
636-519-4014 
 
 
 
 

 

 

NOMINATIONS 
 

Please send your nominations for Detachment Officers to: 
 Nominating Committee 
 P.O. Box #1 
 Ballwin, MO 63022 
They should be received by 31 January 2008 
 



      

Commandant’s Message: 
 

FRIENDSHIP: 
 

Recently, a Marine friend of mine, whom I've 
known for 40 plus years, developed a serious 
life threatening medical condition. 
  

This Marine veteran of Iwo Jima and the 
Chosen was suffering so much pain that he 
told me and his doctor that he wanted to die. 
  

I mentioned my concern for my friend at a 
recent gathering.  When I was ask his age, I 
replied, he was 83 years old.  The reply was, 
"Well, he has lived a full life, so, why are you 
concerned?" 
  

Today, as a result of successful surgery, my 
friend is on the road to recovery. 
  

Private George Phillips fell on a grenade for 
his friends.  How many friends do you have 
that you would fall on a grenade for? 
 

Semper Fi! 
 

Gene Richter 
 
 
 

 
 

WELCOME ABOARD  
 

The following Marines and Corpsmen have 
recently joined the Detachment. Please make 
them feel at home. 
 

 Thomas Walter 
 Dennis Simpson 
 Antony Pontious 
 Rodney Greenman 
 Ted Eberly 
 James Hellmann 
 Jerry Bryant 
 Mike Rhodus 
 Walter Miller 
 Doug Severson 
 Phil Muzik 
 Stephen Loehr 
 Timothy Miller 
 Carl Martin 
 Kenneth Kooyman 

Detachment Calendar  
 
 

January 2008 
07 – Staff Meeting – 1000 – Post #208 
11, 12 & 
13 – Quinn Conference – Double Tree at St. 
Louis 
15 – Membership Meeting – 1930 – Post #208 
 

February 2008 
11 – Staff Meeting – 1000 – Post #208 
19 – Membership Meeting – 1930 – Post #208 
 (Nomination of Officers) 
 

March 2008 
01 – Department of MO Commandant’s Meeting 
Jefferson City 
10 – Staff Meeting – 1000 – Post #208 
18 – Membership Meeting – 1930 – Post #208 
 (Election of Officers) 
 

April 2008 
05 – Marine Memorial service –  
        St. Gabriel the Archangel Church 
07 – Staff Meeting – 1000 – Post #208 
15 – Membership Meeting – 1930 – Post #208  
 (Installation of Officers) 
18, 19 & 20 – Midwest Division Spring 
Conference Watertown, SD 

May 2008 
12 – Staff Meeting – 100 – Post #208 
20 – Membership Meeting – 1930 – Post #208 
23 & 24 – Semper Fi – Injured Marine Fund 
Collection  
26 – Memorial Day 
 

June 2008 
06, 07 & 
08 Department of MO Convention Kansas City 
09 – Staff Meeting – 1000 Post #208 
17 – Membership Meeting – 1930 – Post 208 
 
 

July 2008 
07 – Staff Meeting – 1000 Post #208 
14 – George Phillips Birthday 
15 Membership Meeting – 1930 – Post #208 
 



      

The Senior Vice-Commandant: 
 

The Senior Vice-Commandant is out of town 
therefore there will not be a column this month. 
 

(The Editor) 
 

This Month in History  

Selected January Dates of Marine Corps  
Historical Significance 

10 January 1995: The Pentagon announced that 
2,600 U.S. Marines would be deployed to Somalia 
for Operation United Shield to assist in the final 
withdrawal of UN peacekeeping troops from 
Somalia. The decision came in response to a UN 
request for American protection of its peacekeeping 
forces serving in the war-torn African nation. 

11 January 1945: The first elements of Marine 
Aircraft Group 24, commanded by Colonel Lyle H. 
Meyer, landed at Lingayen, Luzon, Philippine 
Islands, to provide close air support for Army forces. 
Over the next three months, MAG-24 and MAG-32 
would fly a total of 8,842 combat sorties and drop 
more than 19,000 bombs as part of the Fifth Air 
Force in support of the Sixth Army. 

16 January 1991: Operation Desert Shield became 
Operation Desert Storm as forces of the allied 
coalition launched an all-out air campaign against 
targets in Iraq and occupied Kuwait in an effort to 
liberate Kuwait and enforce the resolutions of the 
United Nations Security Council. Overall, in the 
theater of operations, the coalition forces included 
more than 415,000 U.S. troops.  

18 January 1951: Marines of the 1st Marine 
Division began mopping-up operations against 
guerrillas in the Pohang area, South Korea, following 
the Division's return from its epic battle with 
Communist Chinese troops at the Chosin (Changjin) 
Reservoir.  

20 January 1968: The second battle for Khe Sanh 
began when Marines from the 3d Battalion, 26th 
Marines attacked a North Vietnamese battalion 
between Hill 881 South and Hill 881 North. More 
than 100 of the enemy were killed.  

21 January 1918: The 1st Aeronautical Company arrived 
at Ponta Delgada, Azores, for anti-submarine duty. That 
unit was one of the first completely equipped American 
aviation units to serve overseas in World War I.  

22 January 1969: Operation Dewey Canyon, perhaps the 
most successful high-mobility regimental-size action of 
the Vietnam War, began in the A Shau/Da Krong Valleys 
when the 9th Marines, commanded by Colonel Robert H. 
Barrow, and supporting artillery were lifted from Quang 
Tri. By 18 March the enemy's base area had been cleared 
out, 1617 enemy dead had been counted, and more than 
500 tons of weapons and ammunition unearthed.  

25 January 1856: Marines and seamen from the U.S. 
sloop DECATUR went ashore at the village of Seattle, 
Washington, to protect settlers from Indian raids. The 
Indians launched a seven-hour attack but were driven off 
later that day after suffering severe losses. Incredibly, 
only two civilian volunteers were killed and no Marines 
or sailors were lost.  

27 January 1988: About 400 Marines and sailors from 
the 2d Marine Division, 2d Marine Aircraft Wing, and 2d 
Force Service Support Group deployed for the Persian 
Gulf. The Contingency Marine Air-Ground Task Force 
(MAGTF) CM 2-88 would relieve Contingency MAGTF 
1-88 in the volatile Persian Gulf and provide the effective 
landing force capability to Joint Task Force Middle East.  

29 January 1991: The first serious ground fighting of 
Operation Desert Storm broke out when Iraqi troops 
mounted an attack into Saudi Arabia along a 40-mile 
front. Iraqi units centered their efforts on Khafji, a port 
city six miles south of the border. Saudi and Quatari 
troops, supported by artillery from the 1st Marine 
Division and attack helicopters and other allied coalition 
aircraft, recaptured the town two days later. 

 

 



      

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



      

Junior Vice-Commandant: 
 
Fellow Marines, 
 

We are beginning our third year as a 
young, aggressive and growing unit of the 
Marine Corps League.   
 

We now have the momentum of about 100 
members from whom we can call on for 
fresh thoughts and ideas on how we can 
gain members and recognition in our area 
and within the MCL.   
 

It is incumbent on and in the best interest 
of all of us to make a contribution and 
effort to strengthen our Detachment.   
 

Your thoughts and ideas on how to make 
our meetings more interesting to ourselves 
and any recruits are most welcome.  Let's 
have a gr8 08. 
 

Gene Tichacek 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



      

 



      

The following story is from the News page of the 
Marine Corps Website. 

Golf clubs ‘fore’ the troops  

Jan. 8, 2008; Submitted on: 01/08/2008 11:59:24 
AM; Story ID#: 200818115924  
 

By Sgt. Michael Knight, MCB Camp Pendleton 
 

MARINE CORPS BASE CAMP PENDLETON, 
Calif. (Jan. 8, 2008) -- Christmas came early to 
Camp Pendleton Marines when they received 1200 
donated golf sets here Dec. 13. 
 

The donations came from Fred Nothdurft and Ed 
Turman who started a program known as “The Fred 
and Ed Show.” Jerry Neal, owner of Neal Trucks 
Inc., donated the services of his truck company to 
transport the clubs here. 
 

“It is humbling and overwhelming how ordinary 
citizens are willing to go above and beyond to give to 
our troops,” said Col. Juan G. Ayala, Chief of Staff, 
1st Marine Logistics Group. 
 

The program was spawned in April when Fred and 
Ed were hunting an opportunity to show their 
support for U.S. troops. The opportunity came when 
they received a request from an old friend stationed 
in Okinawa. He asked for 800 sets of clubs for an 
upcoming golf tournament. 
 

The duo started their requests at Lakes County Club 
in Palm Desert, and then spread the request out to 
various groups in the community. They were able to 
collect and donate all 800 clubs, making the 
tournament a success. 
 

“It was easy,” Ed said. “Once people heard we were 
collecting golf clubs for Marines, the donations 
poured in.”  
 

Since that day, Fred and Ed collected and donated 
over 2400 sets of clubs to various bases around the 
globe. So far their donations have gone to Travis Air 
Force Base and Marine installations in Twentynine 
Palms, Barstow, Yuma, Okinawa, Korea, Iraq and 
now here. 

 
 

“When Cathy Monroe (general sales manager for 
Marine Corps Community Services) told us about 
the program, we asked our students if they would 
be interested in free golf clubs,” said Gunnery Sgt. 
Steven Pipes, a company gunnery sergeant for the 
Advanced Infantry Training Battalion, School of 
Infantry. “We got a request for 400. There’s no 
way we could get that many I thought, but ‘The 
Fred and Ed Show’ delivered. The students are 
ecstatic and this gesture from the American people 
has boosted their moral tremendously,” he said. 
 

“What a Christmas gift,” said Pfc. Christopher 
Kiss, an SOI student from Hammond, La. “I don’t 
have to spend lots of money trying to find 
something to do in town every weekend; I now 
have the option to stay on base and golf.” 
 

Although the program is focused on golf clubs, it 
has recently been expanded to meet other troop 
needs. In October, Fred and Ed used their 
connections and got enough donations to send 60 
laptop computers to the troops in Iraq, Fred 
explained. 
 

“People like Fred and Ed are a great 
representation of the public’s desire to support 
us,” Ayala said. 
 

Getting the clubs is the easy part of the Fred and 
Ed Show mission. They get piles of individual 
clubs, mixed sets and empty golf bags then spend 
countless hours sorting cleaning and separating the 
pile into as many full sets as possible. 

 

“Every time I deliver the clubs, the overwhelming 
gratitude from the troops give me the energy to do 
it all over again,” Ed said. “As long as there is a 
need for clubs ‘The Fred and Ed Show’ will be 
here to fill it.” 



      

GUARD DUTY 
 

It was a dark, stormy, night. The Marine 
was on his first assignment, and it was 
guard duty.  

A General stepped out taking his dog for 
a walk. The nervous young Private 
snapped to attention, made a perfect 
salute, and snapped out "Sir, Good 
Evening, Sir!"  

 

The General, out for some relaxation, 
returned the salute and said "Good 
evening Marine, nice night, isn't it?"  

Well it wasn't a nice night, but the Private 
wasn't going to disagree with the General, 
so the he saluted again and replied "Sir, 
Yes Sir!" 

 

 

The General continued, "You know there's 
something about a stormy night that I find 
soothing, it's really relaxing. Don't you 
agree?"  

The Private didn't agree, but them the 
private was just a private, and responded 
"Sir, Yes Sir!"  

The General, pointing at the dog, said, 
"This is a Golden Retriever, the best type 
of dog to train."  

The Private glanced at the dog, saluted yet 
again and said "Sir, Yes Sir!"  

 

The General continued "I got this dog for 
my wife."  

The Private simply said "Good trade Sir!"��
 
 
 



      

Generals' Meeting  

There was a brief meeting of several 
Generals and an Admiral.  

The Air Force General said, "I think I 
have finally found a way to show you true 
guts. Airman, come here!"  

The airman trotted over and came to 
attention with a brisk, "Yes, Sir! 

The Air force General said, "Airman, 
climb to the top of that flag pole".  

"Yes, Sir", came the quick response and 
up the pole he went.  

When the airman reached the top, the 
General told him to jump. The airman 
shouted, "Yes, Sir", and dropped to his 
death.  

The General turned to his peers and said, 
"Now that is guts."  

The Army General did the same and the 
Admiral did too, with the same results as 
the Air Force poor airman.  

The Marine General told them they were 
all full of &#!* and called a Marine 
Private over. "Private, climb that flag 
pole!"  
 
"Sir, yes, Sir!" was the quick response 
and up the pole he went.  
 
The Marine General then told him to 
jump.  
 
The Marine Privates response was, "Sir, 
no, Sir!" 

 
The General then turned to his peers and 

said, “Now that's guts!"  
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Elmer Dapron  
Gene Dixon  

James Gleason  
John Grgurich  
Tim Lawton  

Mike Lischko  
Larry Long Jr.  

Doug Quade  
Alfred Wallach



      

Chaplain's Corner: 
 

I have no activity to report for this period. 
Elmer Dapron is Ill and a card has been 
sent so let’s keep Elmer in our prayers and 
thoughts. 
  
I have received a number of Death Notices 
from the National and State Chaplains’ 
Offices. I just hope I do not have to use 
them. 
  
Let’s remember to keeps the Men and 
Women in our Armed Forces, who are in 
harms way, in our everyday thoughts and 
prayers. 
  
Pray for me to handle a Vietnam Veterans 
claims for his earned compensation from 
the VA. This is a typical case of a Veteran 
that has fallen through the cracks. I 
believe we are now on the fast track in this 
endeavor. 
 
God Bless, 
  
David L. Anderson 
Chaplin 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



      

 
 
 

 

                 Adopt a Platoon                  
 

The Detachment and Post 208 are collecting care package items to 
be distributed by the AdoptaPlatoon.org group from Pacific, MO. 

Please bring items the next time you are at Post 208 and put them in 
one of the two barrels provided. 

 
Items such as boot socks, toiletries, sports equipment, batteries, 

writing paper, and food items like jerky or power bars are needed. 


